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save your house. That’s like saying if I were
25, I could jump higher. [Laughter] It’s nice
to know, but you’ve got a pretty good idea
before you do the study.

Let’s talk a little more about mitigation,
though. I know a lot of you have been in-
volved in this.

[At this point, the roundtable discussion con-
tinued.]

The President. Well, let me say this. One
of the things I would like to ask you all to
think about this, and I want to call on our
host mayor here in a minute. One of the
things that I would like to see come out of
this—keep in mind, I have asked for a sub-
stantial amount of money but spread across
the Nation the $2 million is not a great deal
of money—what we want to do is help get
as many of these projects put together as pos-
sible. And if they work then you can, coming
up out of this project here and in other places
like it, kind of give us a sense and provide
evidence that if we shifted some of our
spending programs priority—whether it’s in
housing or highways or whatever—to do
more prevention, this is something that
would not only meet with widespread public
support but actually that the money would
be well spent because you’ve actually gone
through a grassroots planning process and,
you know, kind of what needs to be done;
you’ve identified the things and you can guar-
antee that we will get that two-to-one return
we were talking about.

So I hope you’ll all be thinking about this.
As you go along, you do all this work you’re
going to do anyway just think about—just for
example on this whole business of vegetation.
You know, in addition to planting gardens
there are plenty of places that, if they were
more properly vined, you’d have all kinds of
other stuff going: You would reduce soil ero-
sion; you would reduce the impact of a flood.
Now, if the flood is big enough, it will wash
anything away, but we’re talking about within
range.

All these things there are possibilities for
should this be part of the conservation re-
serve program, for example, the agriculture
program, all these kind of things. There’s a
gazillion options we could have here that will

present themselves to us as you work through
this.

[At this point, the roundtable discussion con-
tinued.]

The President. This has been very inter-
esting to me, and it’s a wonderful reaffirma-
tion of the citizenship of all of you, not only
our AmeriCorps people, but all this is really
ultimately about citizen service. I thank you
very much. And we’ll try to do our part, get
this going, and get it going across the country.

Thank you. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:24 p.m. in the
auditorium at the Scottish Rite Community Cen-
ter. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Elihu
Mason Harris of Oakland. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on Campaign Finance
Reform Legislation

February 26, 1998

I am disappointed that the Senate Repub-
lican leadership today killed campaign fi-
nance reform. Given a chance to strengthen
our democracy, an obstructionist minority in-
stead chose to preserve the system of soft
money and unlimited backdoor campaign ex-
penditures.

I am pleased that all 45 Democrats and
a majority of the Senate supported the bipar-
tisan McCain-Feingold legislation. I will sup-
port their attempts to bring this legislation
up for a vote again this session. Just as the
need for change has not gone away, cam-
paign finance reform will not go away.

In the meantime, I will redouble my ef-
forts to push campaign finance reform
through other means. I ask the members of
the Federal Election Commission to take the
step supported by a majority of Members of
the Senate and ban soft money. And I con-
tinue to call upon the Federal Communica-
tions Commission to act to provide free or
discounted airtime to candidates, and I will
strongly oppose any efforts by Congress to
block this reform. I believe these petitions
offer us the most realistic hope for real re-
form this year.
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Statement on Proposed Child Care
Legislation
February 26, 1998

Last month I unveiled my child care initia-
tive to make child care better, safer, and
more affordable. Today I am pleased that
Congresswoman Kennelly has introduced
comprehensive child care legislation that is
also designed to meet the needs of America’s
children and families. Congresswoman Ken-
nelly’s bill is a strong package that, like mine,
significantly increases child care subsidies for
poor children, provides greater tax relief to
help low- and middle-income families pay for
child care, creates a tax credit for businesses
that provide child care for their employees,
increases after-school opportunities for chil-
dren, promotes early learning, and improves
child care quality.

This proposal is a testament to Congress-
woman Kennelly’s leadership on this issue
and her commitment to the future of our Na-
tion’s children. I look forward to working
with her and other Members of Congress to
enact bipartisan child care legislation that
helps Americans fulfill their responsibilities
as workers, and even more important, as par-
ents.

Memorandum on Certification for
Major Illicit Drug Producing and
Drug Transit Countries
February 26, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 98–15

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Certification for Major Illicit Drug
Producing and Drug Transit Countries

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
section 490(b)(1)(A) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, as amended, (‘‘the Act’’),
I hereby determine and certify that the fol-
lowing major illicit drug producing and/or
major illicit drug transit countries/dependent
territories have cooperated fully with the
United States, or have taken adequate steps
on their own, to achieve full compliance with
the goals and objectives of the 1988 United
Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in

Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances:

Aruba, The Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia,
Brazil, China, Dominican Republic, Ec-
uador, Guatemala, Haiti, Hong Kong,
India, Jamaica, Laos, Malaysia, Mexico,
Panama, Peru, Taiwan, Thailand, Ven-
ezuela, and Vietnam.

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
section 490(b)(1)(B) of the Act, I hereby de-
termine that it is in the vital national interests
of the United States to certify the following
major illicit drug producing and/or major il-
licit drug transit countries:

Cambodia, Colombia, Pakistan, and
Paraguay.

Analysis of the relevant U.S. vital national
interests, as required under section 490(b)(3)
of the Act, is attached.

I have determined that the following major
illicit drug producing and/or major illicit drug
transit countries do not meet the standards
set forth in section 490(b) for certification:

Afghanistan, Burma, Iran, and Nigeria.
In making these determinations, I have

considered the factors set forth in section 490
of the Act, based on the information con-
tained in the International Narcotics Control
Strategy Report of 1998. Given that the per-
formance of each of these countries/depend-
ent territories has differed, I have attached
an explanatory statement for each of the
countries/dependent territories subject to
this determination.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
report this determination to the Congress im-
mediately and to publish it in the Federal
Register.

William J. Clinton

Proclamation 7068—Save Your
Vision Week, 1998
February 26, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The ability to see is a great treasure; but,

as with any precious possession, it is vulner-
able to loss—through injury, age, or disease.
Men and women whose jobs require them
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